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Carson proceeded to advise the Prime Minister on the line to
be taken with reference to the Irish motion in the House. The
Government would be prepared to pass legislation if the Irish
could come to an agreement; " and that you hoped men of all
parties would attempt to bring this about." But without an
agreement, the pledges of the late Government and " the very
constitution (Government under a Coalition) necessary for
carrying on the war prohibit it."
As to the Convention suggested by Professor Adams, Carson
did not himself believe that it would lead to any useful result.
The Overseas members of the War Cabinet had arrived in
London, and they too had entered into Lloyd George's Irish
expedients; but Carson advised against using the Colonial
delegates as a tribunal for framing a settlement: " I think you
would find that they were averse from creating a precedent for
interfering in our domestic affairs for fear it would lead to the
correlative of this country interfering in the affairs of Canada in
relation to Quebec." They would have to fear also the large
Irish vote in the Colonies.
Carson's advice, then, was to leave matters alone. If the Irish
were so unwise as to press matters to a division, " there would be
great resentment in the present crisis in embarrassing the
Government with questions of this kind."
In the light of this letter (of the 3rd March, 1917) we are the
better able to understand what followed.
On the 5th March, T. P. O'Connor saw the Prime Minister
$gain, and reported to Redmond:
" Lloyd George himself is quite ready to accept the Commis-
sion, but Carson blocks the way.
" Carson, apparently, is anxious for a settlement; but he
thinks it would be impossible for him to accept it without losing
all hold over his followers in Ulster. They would object to
placing their rights at the mercy of a Commission-----
" Up to the time I left him Lloyd George did not see his way
to force a settlement without Carson. As a matter of fact,
however, I think he can do so...."
Clearly, then, Lloyd George could be managed; he was with,
them at heart; the obstacle was Carson, and the debate of the
ff3i March, 1917, on the Government of Ireland, was directed